
Council Meeting

February 21,2012

Meeting called to order by President Bill Spaetti at 5 p.m. CST. Parties present are as
follows: Spaetti, Waninger, Knepper, Kress, Kroeger, Bunner, Winsett, Attorney John Wetherill
and Auditor Donna J. Lynam.
Minutes
January 3r 2012 minutes; Kress made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Knepper
seconded. All were in favor.
January 17th, 2012 minutes; Bunner made a motion to approve the minutes as written. Kroeger
seconded. All were in favor.
Additional
St. Meinrad Water Tower
Commissioner President David Gogel spoke up to update the Council concerning the changes in
the grant applications and the county match over the progression of the last two grants applied
for and denied and the upcoming grant application now in process. St. Meinrad first requested in
a grant application $650,000 for a 10% (or $65,000) county match, second grant application
request was for $1,010,000 for a 10% or (an additional $36,000 plus the $65,000 already set a
side) for a total of $101,000 county match and currently the grant application is for $920,000.
Gogel wanted to make the county council fully aware of the difference this round. Francis
Lueken was present to discuss the matter as well. Lueken stated that the funding has been
reduced by $100,000. The current application deadline has been moved back to June 5, 2012.
Lueken stated there is substantial community support and is in hopes that the council will still
fund the $101,000 county match. The scoring process has been revised this round per Lueken in
favor of communities like St. Meinrad. The amount of community support helps the scoring
process which gives St. Meinrad Utilities a better chance at grant opportunities (no guarantees).
Kress stated that he and Knepper had attended all of the St. Meinrad Utility - Water Tower
project meetings and spoke very favorable for the project. Kress stated that Indiana 15 Regional
Planning Commission of Ferdinand, Indiana stated they had never seen such attendance in a
meeting.. .people really know how important it is to get this water system up there.. .you might
say they are putting bubble gum in the holes it needs some water lines really bad. Kress stated
there were some 50 people there at the last meeting. The water lines were put in the ground in
the early 1960's and some lines are older. Lueken stated the current water tower is not tall
enough any more causing water pressure problems. Knepper stated that water pressure definitely
needs updated (he is on this water line through the St. Meinrad Utilities)... "Sometimes the water
barely falls out of the faucet." St. Meinrad Archabbey is on the same line. Spencer County Bank
is working with the St. Meinrad Utilities on a loan to cover the balance needed for the project.
Kroeger stated that this is the type of COIT project that he felt the council should support. Spaetti
supported the project. Knepper made a motion to commit $101,000 out of COIT account #218-
000-4010.00 funds to support St. Meinrad Grant Match- New Water Tower. Kress seconded. All
were in favor. Lueken thanked the commissioners present at this meeting and the council for
their continued support. Lueken stated he would advise on the next public meeting.
Coroner
Not present, Spaetti stated he would give the coroner more time to come in and moved on to the
next additional.
Highway
Superintendent Painter came before the council with documentation to help explain his request
for an additional $27,000 (Equipment/Loader Account #201-004-4443.00) for the purchase of an
end loader for the county highway garage. Painter stated they will be keeping the one they have
but will take over the one they currently are using which is a 1989 modeh If the one we currently
have goes down we are dead in the water. With this additional end loader we can use the old one
for a spare. The total value of this loader will cost $92,000. Painter stated there is $20,000 in the
2012 Highway Equipment budget and $10,000 in the 2012 Cum. Bridge Equipment Budget and
if the council would approve the transfer request (also presented at this meeting) for $35,000
along with this request for an additional $27,000 the county would be able to upgrade the end
loader at this time. Kroeger stated'to Spaetti to do the transfer at this time. Transfer completed.
Knepper made a motion to approve $27,000 additional needed to complete the purchase for the
end loader for the county garage. Kroeger seconded. All were in favor.








